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         Somehow, Town Hall was able to bring a story that is told over 
and over again to life, with powerful performances and an intricate set. 
Sense and Sensibility is not a story that I was very familiar with but 
Town Hall did an amazing job making the story come to life and 
bringing the characters out of their Victorian shells and into the present 
day. This show, for the most part, kept me, a 15- year- old boy, interested 
the entire time through funny scene transitions, hilarious minor 
characters and the use of humans as animals. 
           

This show was powered by the two main characters, Marianne 
and Elinor. The night that I saw the show, Elinor was played by Heather 
Buck. Elinor came across as a woman who blocked out all emotion but 
felt real pain in the inside. Buck’s performance gave the character many 
layers and showed Elinor as a classic British woman trying to keep her 
life together with as much composure as possible. You really fell in love 
with Elinor because when she did show emotion, you could feel her 
pain. You kept waiting for her to open up and when she did, it was 
amazing. 

 Alisha Ehrlich as Marianne was incredible as well. Marianne is 
the more emotional sister and much more trusting than Elinor. Ehrlich's 
performance showed Marianne as a innocent, well-meaning girl who just 
wanted to find someone to share her life with. Her heartbreak after she is 
rejected by Mr. Willaby was played perfectly and you could understand 
how betrayed and hurt she was by this man who she trusted. I really 
can't picture these two women playing the opposite roles and it is 
amazing that both of them know the lines for both parts! 
  

The set, with all the windows and door, gave the play an 
interesting factor. The doors were always revolving and seemed to 
always be open to anybody who wanted to stop by or listen in on a 
conversation. It made it seem like the families problems were open to 



the world and the gossips could easily hear what was going on. The set 
also brought a modern feel to a story that was written in 19th Century. 
They kept me engaged in the story when the play lagged a little. 
  

Overall, the play was interesting and fun to watch. The humans 
playing animals and the gossips added a funny element to the show and 
kept the story moving when it seemed like things weren’t going 
anywhere. The story did drag a little in the middle, as both sisters seem 
to lose all hope of finding love again. But, with a funny ensemble and 
the powerful performances of both women in the lead roles, the play 
quickly picked up again and took me right back into the story.


