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         It’s Christmas time. Christmas carols are everywhere, trees are 
lighting up houses, and at Town Hall Theatre, A Civil War Christmas is 
playing. This play isn’t your classic Christmas Carol or Scrooge, but it 
was a breath of fresh air during an onslaught of the same stories and 
messages during this time of the year. A Civil War Christmas was 
different. It was a new take on what Christmas time can mean and how 
we can come together. The theme of the play was Union, Reunion and 
Communion and that was perfectly shown throughout the show. 

There are families, rich and poor,  trying to come together in one 
of the most divisive time periods of our history. The characters try to 
find the real meaning of Christmas through struggles and victories and 
in-between moments. Every storyline and character has a purpose and 
they all want different things under the umbrella theme of unity. The fact 
that this play is set in a time when the United States was anything but 
united, these characters set aside their political or personal differences 
and come together as one American family. 

Very few Christmas stories are set in America and if they are, 
they normally aren’t very interesting or just riffs of A Christmas Carol 
(we’re looking at you Scrooged). This play was different. It wasn’t all 
fun and games, with an assassination attempt against Abraham Lincoln 
and the death of soldiers coming home from war. This play didn’t forget 
about real life just to make us happy around the holidays. It brought in 
what life is really like. The holidays can’t just be about the best things in 
society, they have to be about all of the aspects of this world we live in. 
During the holidays, we should remember that the real world still exists 
and work still has to be done to make our society better. A Civil War 
Christmas showed that. 

This show, like all plays, has a few issues. I felt that the show 
went on a little long and the show fell a little flat at times. Unnecessary 
scenes are littered throughout that have no bigger importance to the story 
of the show. Though all together well acted, some scenes feel a little 



forced and contrived. The choice of songs throughout were great 
whether or not there were sung perfectly. 

This play is far from perfect and maybe that’s what made it so 
good. While you could see the fine-tuned Christmas Carol around the 
Bay Area, this show breaks the mold of a classic holiday play. The 
setting and characters are completely unique and bring this story to life. 
It's not warm and cuddly because it’s real. It shows that things aren’t 
always going to go perfectly but how you tackle these obstacles can 
make all the difference.


