
 
2018/19 Community Critics: Town Hall Theatre Talk Across Generations   

"We want people to talk about theatre" 
 "Theatre has a responsibility to create a place of conversation"  

John Wilkins, Theatre Critic for KQED Arts 
How can Town Hall Theatre get more people, across generations, talking about 
theatre, together?  
 
Community Critics will engage in critical discourse on our blog about:  
1.) Our overall season. (1 post) 
2.) Our individual shows. Pre Show writing and Post Show writing in order to 
reflect intrinsic impact of your experience. (8 minimum statements/post)  

AND 
3.) Participate in our 7 post-show talkbacks. (They may be video recorded with 
the possibility of being shared on THT social media.) 
4.) Possibly participate in a Theatre Bay Area Conference session in April 2019 
sharing your experience with the greater Bay Area theatre community.. 
 
Town Hall will provide writing prompts when you receive your scripts in late June 
as well as tips at a meeting in late August 2018-early September 2018. TBD 
 
What are the generations you are looking for? 
 
Based on the work of Neil Howe and William Strauss, whose expansive work 
covers, “social generations regarding a theorized generational cycle in 
American history”, (Generations: The History of America's Future, 1584 to 2069) 
we are using the following ways to describe the generations. Reference: 
http://www.lifecourse.com/assets/files/gens_in_history(1).pdf 
 
We are calling for two persons from each generation: 
2 Homeland Generation (2000-present) 
2 Millennial (1982-1999) 
2 Gen X (1961-1981) 
2 Boom Generation (1943-1960) 
2 Silent Generation (1925-1942) 
 



That's right! 10 people from five different generations engaging in the arts by 
writing and talking together in front of our audiences, face to face and on our 
social media platforms, about the art they have just experienced! This is a 
one-year commitment, so make sure you want to read the plays in our season, 
as well as see and talk about all four shows in our next season! (See season 
description and dates below.) 
 
This is an immersive experience with Town Hall Theatre, its season and its patrons. 
It is also a relationship with the public at large. We want this to be a fun and 
engaging experience for all! 
 
Which Community Critic Generation position are you interested in? 
 
Please submit: DUE DATE MAY 31, 2018  
TO:  CommunityCritics@TownHallTheatre.com 
-The Generation you represent 
-Cover Letter (include mailing address, phone number and email address, more 
details below.)) 
-Resume (a bit about yourself) 
-And/or writing sample(s) 
-And/or a video expressing your interest. (no more -than 1 minute) 
 
You don’t have to be an academic scholar to apply or a fancy writer! We are 
looking for community members! 
 
You should:  
-Have a passion for theatre. 
-Have a strong desire and interest in seeing the shows in our 2018/19 Lost and 
Found Season. 
-Have a strong desire to write/talk about theatre in a way that is fun, interesting, 
and reflects your personal insights!  
-Be skilled at meeting deadlines. 
-Enjoy meeting people/some informal public speaking. 
 
*In your cover letter, please tell us: No more than 2 pages 

1. Why should we choose you to be a Community Critic?  
2. What do YOU anticipate this experience will bring to YOUR life? 
3. Share your specific thoughts on how you might provide a unique 

perspective to our audiences and the community at large.  



 
Please provide any writing samples you might want to share (blog posts, essays, 
reviews). Maybe add a video of yourself if that's how you best express your 
enthusiasm! Not required! Questions: communitycritics@townhalltheatre.com 
 
Support and training: 
The program coordinator will edit and synthesize your work to best fit our blog 
format. We may only be able to use portions for each experience, however, you 
are free to use your personal online platforms to record and share your work! 
 
Program coordinator: Suzie Shepard, Community Engagement Specialist 
 
We anticipate announcing our Community Critics Across Generations by June 
23, 2018. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Our Season: 

Town Hall Theatre Company (THT) is excited to announce four powerhouse 

productions for its 2018/19 Season: LOST & FOUND.  Town Hall’s LOST & FOUND 

Season opens with the Bay Area premiere of Lauren Gunderson’s seriously smart 

comedy The Revolutionists ; continues with Great Expectations , the West Coast 

premiere of Grace Childs Daly’s high-energy adaptation of Dickens’ beloved 

novel; followed by Brooklyn Bridge, a captivating play for the whole family by 

Melissa James Gibson; and closes with the sizzling musical farce Women on the 

Verge of a Nervous Breakdown, based on Pedro Almodóvar’s film, with book by 

Jeffrey Lane, music and lyrics by David Yazbek. Subscription package sales are 

now available. 

 

The Revolutionists 

September 27 – October 20, 2018 

A Comedy 

A Quartet 

A Revolutionary Dream Fugue 



A True Story 

by Lauren Gunderson 

Directed by Susan E. Evans 

California PREMIERE 

 

Liberté, égalité... sororité! A comedic quartet about four real life badass women 

during the French Revolution’s Reign of Terror - Olympe de Gouges, activist 

playwright and feminist,  Charlotte Corday, country girl and assassin, Marie 

Antoinette, fascinating former queen, and Marianne Angelle, black free woman 

from the Caribbean, a spy. They may have lost their heads but they found their 

voice. 

 

Great Expectations 

November 29 – December 16, 2018 

Adapted by Gale Childs Daly 

Based Upon the beloved novel by Charles Dickens 

Directed by Dennis Markam 

A REGIONAL PREMIERE 

 

On a bleak Christmas Eve, in a marshy churchyard, an escaped convict grabs 

young Pip at knife point, and his life is forever altered. Six quick-changing actors 

portray dozens of characters as we follow our young hero’s coming-of-age 

journey, through love and loss, from poverty to wealth and back again, revenge 

to redemption, as he comes to realize his great expectations.  

 

Brooklyn Bridge 

February 28 - March 23, 2019 

by Melissa James Gibson 

Directed by M. Graham Smith 



A PLAY FULL OF HEART AND HUMOR FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

California PREMIERE 

 

Sasha’s a latchkey kid with a big homework assignment, a report on the 

Brooklyn Bridge. It’s due tomorrow, and the problem is... she can’t find a pen! 

One little girl’s procrastination helps her meet her extraordinary brownstone 

neighbors, and connect with community all around her. 

 

Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown 

May 30, 2019 – June 22, 2019 

A New Musical 

Book by JEFFREY LANE 

Music and Lyrics by DAVID YAZBEK 

Based on the film by Pedro Almodóvar 

Directed by Dawn Monique Williams 

Music Direction by Lindsey 

 

Based on the Academy Award nominated film, a sizzling exhilarating musical 

farce! On the streets of 1980s Madrid welcome to the unravelling world of Pepa, 

her errant lover, her lover’s nutty ex-wife, their son, Pepa’s ditzy friend and her 

suspect boyfriend, a lawyer, and a taxi driver. Serve it all up with a very specially 

laced gazpacho, and an irresistible Spanish beat! 

QUOTE:  "A joyous evening: an affectionate, poignant and defiant tribute to 

female resilience" - Financial Times 
 

 

 
 
 
 


