
 
2019/2020 Community Critics: Town Hall Theatre Talk Across Generations   

"We want people to talk about theatre" 
 "Theatre has a responsibility to create a place of conversation"  

John Wilkins, Theatre Critic for KQED Arts 
How can Town Hall Theatre get more people, across generations, talking about 
theatre, together?  
 
Community Critics will engage in critical discourse on our blog about:  
1.) Our overall season. (1 post) 
2.) Our individual shows. Pre Show writing and Post Show writing in order to 
reflect intrinsic impact of your experience. (8 minimum statements/post)  

AND 
3.) Participate in our 7 post-show talkbacks. (They may be video recorded with 
the possibility of being shared on THT social media.) 
 
Town Hall will provide writing prompts when you receive your scripts at a 
meeting on August 25 4:15-5:00 pm 
 
What are the generations you are looking for? 
 
Based on the work of Neil Howe and William Strauss, whose expansive work 
covers, “social generations regarding a theorized generational cycle in 
American history”, (Generations: The History of America's Future, 1584 to 2069) 
we are using the following ways to describe the generations. Reference: 
http://www.lifecourse.com/assets/files/gens_in_history(1).pdf 
 
We are calling for two persons from each generation: 
Homeland Generation (2000-present) 
Millennial (1982-1999) 
Gen X (1961-1981) 
Boom Generation (1943-1960) 
Silent Generation (1925-1942) 
 



That's right! 10 people from five different generations engaging in the arts by 
writing and talking together in front of our audiences, face to face and on our 
social media platforms, about the art they have just experienced! This is a 
one-year commitment, so make sure you want to read the plays in our season, 
as well as see and talk about all four shows in our next season! (See season 
description and dates below.) 
 
This is an immersive experience with Town Hall Theatre, its season and its patrons. 
It is also a relationship with the public at large. We want this to be a fun and 
engaging experience for all! 
 
Which Community Critic Generation position are you interested in? 
 
Please express interest:  
TO:  Suzie.Shepard@TownHallTheatre.com 
-The Generation you represent 
-Contact information 
-Share your specific thoughts on how you might provide a unique perspective to 
our audiences and the community at large. Basically, let us know why you are 
interested! 
 
or a 1-2 minute video expressing your interest. 
 
You don’t have to be an academic scholar to apply or a fancy writer! We are 
looking for community members! 
 
You should:  
-Have a passion for theatre. 
-Be curious about theatre if hoping to try something new! 
-Have a strong desire and interest in seeing the shows in our 2019/20 Season. 
-Have a strong desire to write/talk about theatre in a way that is fun, interesting, 
and reflects your personal insights!  
-Be skilled at meeting deadlines. 
-Enjoy meeting people/some informal public speaking at our talkbacks. 
 
Support and training: 
The program coordinator will edit and synthesize your work to best fit our blog 
format. We may only be able to use portions for each experience, however, you 
are free to use your personal online platforms to record and share your work! 



 
Program coordinator: Suzie Shepard, Community Engagement Specialist 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Our Season: 

THE LEGEND OF GEORGIA McBRIDE by Matthew Lopez 

 

Directed by Cindy Goldfield 

 

September 26 - October 19, 2019 

 

Showtime at Cleo’s Lounge, a dilapidated, small-time club in the Florida 

Panhandle. Casey’s got to get a new act together fast - he’s broke and his wife 

just told him there’s a baby on the way. Can our young Elvis impersonator 

transform himself into a platform-pump-panty-hose-wearing drag queen?  A 

genderbending, sweet and campy, heartfelt celebration of divas and 

difference. 

 

CINDERELLA: A Fairytale by Sally Cookson and Adam Peck 

West Coast Premiere 

Directed by Clive Worsley 

 

December 5 - December 21, 2019 

 

Ella’s loving father teaches his little girl the names and calls of all the forest birds 

and they have a happy life together … until he remarries, and her life is 

upended.  Surrounded by cruel relations, her only allies are a flock of very clever 

and magical birds. Funny, feisty and enchanting - a delightfully original take on 

the classic Brothers Grimm fairytale! 

 



THE CHERRY ORCHARD - A Comedy in Four Acts by Anton Chekhov, translated 

by Richard Nelson, Richard Pevear and Larissa Volokhonsky 

 

Directed by Susan E. Evans 

 

February 27 - March 21, 2020 

 

A chilly may in the Russian provinces, around the turn of the last century. Lyubov 

Andreevna returns after a five year absence to her family’s estate to find the 

cherry orchard in bloom, but all is soon to change. Debts must be paid. Are 

human souls looking out from every tree trunk? A play about losses, privileges 

past. and the inescapable future. 

 

VIOLET Music by Jeanine Tesori, Lyrics and Book by Brian Crawley 

Based on “The Ugliest Pilgrim” by Doris Betts 

 

Directed by Lynda DiVito 

 

May 28 - June 20, 2020 

 

In 1964 a young woman from a hilltop town in the Blue Ridge Mountains takes a 

900-mile Greyhound bus journey - hoping a televangelist preacher in Tulsa will 

heal her facial scar, and transform her life. Hop aboard and go on a soaring 

musical pilgrimage with Violet! 

 
 

 

 
 
 


