
Pre Show Writing Experience: 'After reading our 4 shows, 
what is your reaction?' 

Town Hall Theatre's 2017-2018 season has at its heart the 
theme of 'Generations'. On reading the plays for the first 
time, I kept the idea of Generations – old and young, past 
and present – to the fore, to see what links can be drawn 
between these disparate stories. 

Song of the Nightingale, based on Hans Christian Andersen's 
fairytale, is an example of the enduring appeal of fairytales 
through the ages. Though now viewed as children's stories, 
the original audience for oral fairytales was cross-
generational and this lively musical looks set to disseminate 
the tale to further generations, old and young. It also paints 
an interesting picture of changing social views across 
generations. The head fisherman is respectful of tradition 
and authority in contrast to his impetuous son, Xiao Hai, who 
seeks to challenge injustice. Mei Lin, the feisty heroine, 
learns lessons about challenging authority whilst ultimately 
respecting tradition. 

Past generations are the focus of A Civil War Christmas 
which gives an insight into the personal experiences of 
civilians and soldiers on both sides of the Civil War in the 
days leading up to Christmas 1864. The use of songs and 
carols from the period is an interesting way of humanizing 
the past and bringing the audience closer to the lived 
experience of past generations. The even-handed 
treatment of characters from both sides of the conflict is 
perhaps a salutary lesson for today's world of polarized 
echo chambers. The play strikes a hopeful note with the 



'three wisest men' breaking bread together in spite of their 
different allegiances and world views. 

Woman in Mind is a darkly comic exploration of mental 
health, seen solely from the subject's point of view. Our 
limited perspective encourages us to identify and 
empathise with Susan, while simultaneously acknowledging 
that we are experiencing only one side of this story. Fraught 
real-life relationships between mother and son, wife and 
husband and sisters-in-law are transformed in Susan's 
hallucinations into idyllic mirror images. Though at the time 
of writing (1985), forty-something year old Susan would have 
been a Baby Boomer, if the play continues to be set in 'the 
present', Susan is now a Generation X'er. I will be attending 
this play with a group of fellow Generation X women and I 
am looking forward to our post-performance discussion. 

Sense and Sensibility is a story I was familiar with before 
reading the play. Like many of Austen's novels, the issue of 
inheritance, or, more specifically, the lack of inheritance for 
females, drives the plot. The unexpected and untimely 
death of Mr. Dashwood turns two generations of women out 
of their home and puts them at the mercy of distant 
relatives. Austen is renowned for her ironic narrative voice 
and Hamill seems to have adopted this playful tone through 
the use of the Gossips Chorus. 

All told, my initial reaction after reading the four plays is one 
of excitement and anticipation. I'm excited to be engaging 
with fellow volunteers across five generations. I'm looking 
forward to introducing my young son to the world of 'grown-
up' theatre, having gone to child-focused productions in 
the past. And I'm honoured to be a part of the Town Hall 



Theatre audience, to sit in a seat that has held previous 
generations who all eagerly awaited the curtain's rise as 
much as I do now. 


