
Recently, I had the pleasure of seeing The Revolutionists A Comedy/A Quartet/A True Story 
written by Lauren Gunderson at the Town Hall Theatre Company Main Stage in Lafayette, 
California.  When entering the theatre there is live music performed by volunteers from the 
Contra Costa Performing Arts.   

The performance begins with Olympe de Gouges (Sarah Mitchell), the play write, talking with 
herself through her writer’s block.  One by one the remaining quartet arrive for Olympe de 
Gouges’ writing skills to assist in each of their rolls of the French Revolution.  First to arrive, 
Marianne Angelle (Kimberly Ridgeway), Haitian rebel, needing assistance to write a pamphlet 
to abolish slavery.  Then enters, Charlotte Corday (Heather Kellogg) needing Olympe to write 
her last words, knowing she will be killed for stabbing extremist Jean-Paul Marat and wants to 
leave the people with a compelling statement reflecting her reasons.  Lastly, enters Marrie-
Antoinette (Suzie Shepard), needing guidance to improve her image to the French citizens, in 
hopes of not being beheaded.  All four of the actresses, where delightful and amazing in their 
range of emotions: strong, funny, scared, loving. 

 The play was brilliantly written to tell the true story of the women during this period as 
crusaders to change what was happening in their lives.  The interesting aspect of the play is 
how it illustrates how women of different worlds could come together and help each other, 
like each other, respect each other and to support each other, and be there for each other.   

The director, Susan E. Evans, brilliantly brings the words, the emotions of the topic to life.  
How four different women come together and find their commonality.  Be prepared to laugh, 
think and shed some tears. 

The fifth character as creatively designed by the Scenic Designer, Liliana Duque Pineiro, is the 
mirrored ceiling.  The mirrored ceiling reflects the characters strengths, femininity, emotions 
and beauty.  It was the looking glass out to the revolution and the equipment The French 
Revolution made so popular.   At first glance the set looked simplistic, yet it was the mirror of 
the play’s and character’s soul. 

 The lighting Designer, Keira Sullivan, transitioned the lighting beautifully within the various 
actions of the play from the conversation between the women, the gun fires the emotion of 
death.  The Sound Designer, Lana Palmer choice of music and sound effects was perfectly 
paired with the scene’s mood from joy, to dramatic, to somber.   Costume Designer, Hope 
Birdwell, designs beautifully reflect the social status of the characters and the garments. 

The play leaves you with the thoughts of how the decision is yours: to be a part of making a 
difference of bringing in change to yourself and around you; to be selfish or selfless; to speak 
and do what you believe in. 

I do encourage to see The Revolutionists.  The production runs through October 20, 2018 at 
Town Hall Theatre Company Main Stage, 3535 School Street, Lafayette, CA 94549.  For tickets 
call 925-283-1557 or visit their website at www.townhalltheatre.com. 

By Diane Athanasiou 

   


