
Great Expectations, written by Charles Dickens, adapted to the stage by Gale Childs 
Daly, and directed by Dennis Markam, is yet another great show presented by Town Hall 
Theatre.  

Great Expectations is the story of a boy named Pip who we watch grow into a man. In 
his boyhood, Pip meets an array of characters: Pip’s strict sister and her kind husband; Miss 
Havisham, an old wealthy woman whose heart was once broken, and who summons Pip to her 
mansion for her own entertainment; Estella, Miss Havisham’s beautiful but spoiled ward, who 
immediately attracts the attention of young Pip; Magwitch, a mysterious convict who desperately 
needs Pip’s assistance; and so many more. These characters teach Pip new lessons and 
introduce even more characters that will influence and shape Pip. 

When Pip is given a property and an allowance by a mysterious donor, he eagerly says 
goodbye to some of his old friends and family -- he is eager to improve his social status. 
Throughout his transition into manhood, Pip developes thoughts about his generous donor and 
what is in store for him -- he wonders about his future spouse (maybe even the beautiful Estella) 
and future riches and privileges. However, once he is reunited with an old acquaintance, 
everything he thought he knew about his life as a gentleman changes in an instant. Pip is then 
faced with a moral choice, and meets danger and adventure as he tries to help his friends. 

The actors in Great Expectations have expertly put together a show of mystery and 
wonder -- which was difficult because of the many characters, fast pace, and intricate plot. The 
eight talented actors in the cast were challenged with taking on multiple roles, but they used 
subtle changes in costume and accent to make distinct differences in each character. As much 
as the show would have been amazing with just the actors on stage, the beautiful set pieces 
and costumes were very helpful in setting the time and mood. The set was simple, but all of the 
furniture was used in a variety of ways, serving as exits and entrances as well as places to keep 
costumes for quick changes. The costumes were also very clever -- for example, the subtle 
differences between the young Pip and Estella’s costumes and the older Pip and Estella’s 
costumes distinguished the looks but also kept the basic elements so you could tell that they 
were the same person. 

The show was very enjoyable. There were a few little bits of the plot that were hard to 
follow with the quick pace, but it didn’t take away from the outcome of the show. It was very well 
executed and I loved the overall performance. The actors, director, set designers, and tech crew 
were able set a very good show to stage. Charles Dickens can get into some deep ideas and 
thoughts in his novels and is not an easy author to put to stage, so I applauded with much 
enthusiasm at the final curtain call.  


