
Last Sunday I attended the first Town Hall Community Critic 
meeting and met with the other people in this new group. The 
purpose of the Community Critic group is to bring theatre closer 
the the Lafayette community. The group is designed to provoke 
active discussion about theatre 
in the group and outside of the group. 

The group is interesting because it’s made up of two people from 
each generation, I am a part of the Homeland generation, the 
youngest generation in the group. I’m 14 years old. Everyone in 
the group had one thing in common.  They all love to go to plays 
and they love the theatre.  The Community Critic group 
empowers each person in the group with discussion and personal 
goals in writing for everyone. 

With us at the meeting was KQED play reviewer John Wilkins. This 
was my favorite part. John is a professional critic, and he shared 
with us his method for reviewing plays. It was interesting to learn 
that he usually came to plays as a viewer, not just a furious note-
taker. And that he did not like to read the plays he was to be 
reviewing before seeing the play, although he often reads the 
details of the script after he see the play.  In addition, he shared 
one technique of reviewing where he concentrates on certain 
moments of the play. Using moments, there is always more 
material than he can write about in the review, but he picks the 
most important moments that stand out. 

I am incredibly excited about Community Critics because I am 
interested in all the different aspects of theatre. I love being in 
plays, and I am also interested in meeting people who make the 
sets, lights and sound design. Part of learning about theater is 
learning about how to talk and write about what you see. I am 
learning about this in my drama class at school. 



I am looking forward to seeing the shows in the Town Hall season, 
especially Song of the Nightingale. The Song of the Nightingale 
seems interesting to me because it is set in ancient China with the 
political intrigue of the era. This piques my interest because I enjoy 
stories about  the political drama of many different eras. I can’t 
wait to see how Town Hall Theatre plays out Ancient China on 
stage. I am also excited to see the take on slight madness in 
Woman in Mind. The clash between fantasy and reality is always 
interesting to me.  

I am a cast member in A Civil War Christmas, so that will be really 
fun for me to talk about about that one! 

I am so happy to be a part of this group and I look forward to 
discussing plays with the wonderful people in the Town Hall 
Community Critics. ~Jason 


