
Having now read the four plays on offer at THT this season, I’m intensely 
curious whether my impressions of the text will translate onto the stage the 
way I've envisioned them.  I’m not accustomed to reading scripts before 
attending a show:  in the past, I’ve tended to watch productions with 
fresh eyes - though, I'm finding this is not unlike the sensation of reading a 
book before seeing the movie (which I prefer to do more often than not). 
 I'm intrigued to engage with the plays in this way, and challenge what 
my “mind’s eye” is already anticipating.  
  
In particular, while I feel the dialogue for Song of the Nightingale reads 
quite thin, it has the potential for rich visual and musical storytelling that 
will appeal to a broad audience.  Conversely, I imagine that a 
performance-driven piece like Woman in Mind would be well served with 
a more minimalist production.  I have also formed pre-conceived notions 
of how A Civil War Christmas and Sense and Sensibility might “look” – I 
genuinely look forward to discovering how my interpretations of all these 
texts might differ from those of the directors and performers.  I also wonder 
how the productions will uncover things I may have missed! 

  
At first read, this collection of plays is, to me, only loosely tied to the theme 
of “Generations”.  One might expect to see the conflicts and 
camaraderie between old and young; parents and children.  Rather, I see 
a stronger thread that explores the nature of conflict between old and 
new ways of thinking, often as a struggle within the individual him/herself. 
  
In Song of the Nightingale, Mei Lin’s glamourous perception of imperial 
palace life is perhaps not all she had hoped; the emperor’s long-held 
attitudes are similarly challenged.  This adaptation of Sense and Sensibility 
confronts the overwhelming rules of propriety in English society, with Elinor 
standing in as our level-headed witness to the blatant social climbing 
around her.  A Woman in Mind’s Susan embodies the struggle between 
the different senses of one’s self, to both tragic and comedic effect.  And 
A Civil War Christmas illustrates a divided nation on the precipice of 
tremendous change, set against the backdrop of one of its most unifying 
celebrations.  I appreciate that woven through all of these are varying 
degrees of levity, substance and humanity. 
  



As a Community Critic, I look forward to moving beyond the role of a 
passive audience member, and approaching this season more 
analytically through the lens of the "Generations" theme.  See you in the 
theatre! ~Melanie


