
Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown unfolds in the passionate city of Madrid in 1987. Centering around a woman 
and her struggles in the world around her, the musical touches on mature topics that are ringed in by comedy. The story is about a 
woman in her 40s, Pepa, who is struggling to find her lover after he mysteriously left her. While she must figure out how to deal with 
the chaos that unfurls around her own life, she tries to help those who come to her for help. Dealing with wives, fiances, best friends, 
cab drivers, actors, lawyers, and terrorists, Pepa’s life takes a dramatic turn, helping her to realize her own strength and 
independence by the end of the show.  
 

From the very first note of the show, audience members are immersed in culture and drama as they are introduced to the 
characters in the show. The collection of characters are entertaining to follow, though sometimes their plotlines are confusing and a 
little hard to understand. We start to see how each character is connected to each other and see how relationships are formed and 
strengthened. While all of the actors do their characters proud and fill their lines with emotion, it is sometimes hard to hear the words 
as they fly off of the script. Also, some of the characters that have the most personality are shaded into the background, but they are 
still very present and make the show all the more enjoyable to watch. A particular favorite was Candela -- I found that she was 
presented very well and the actress playing her did a particularly good job of bringing her character to life.  
 

While just the characters themselves are very fun to watch, the set and sound are both very creative and original and add to 
the experience of the show. Clever panels are opened to explain where the characters are in each scene, and I was left wishing the 
ideas behind the set had been explored more. Whether it is the musical backing behind a ballad or the clapping of the people in the 
booth, I found myself marveling at the creativity used in this show. 
 

For fans of musicals, this show delivers. It is funny, dramatic, and modern. It is clear that Town Hall Theatre has no fear of 
exploring mature material and I applaud that sense of confidence. Though aspects of the show were not fully refined when I saw it on 
opening night, the show overall is very creative and a refreshing and relatable look into the world of adult women. The actors, set, 
and sound, do the show proud and are able to represent the heart and ideas behind the show.  


