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I always look forward to musicals at the Town Hall Theatre. They are fun, entertaining and a 
real example of the amazing talent in the Bay Area. “Women on the Verge of a Nervous 
Breakdown” is a special example of this talent from 14 local singing and dancing 
professionals. 

Set in Madrid, Spain, the musical follows some creative women on their various journeys of 
love, changing love interests, heartaches and crazy situations. Great fun and wonderful music 
for everyone to enjoy. The songs are many and meaningful. 

Patricia Pitpatan is amazing as Pepa. Her many vocals were solid as was her acting. It was fun 
to watch her throughout the performance.  

Marah Sotelo played Candela with energy and an almost rap voice when singing her songs. She 
is a little lady with a very strong voice and amazing stage presence. 

The taxi driver and the linkage of many of the actions scenes in the musical is Keaton 
Wilkerson. He has a strong voice which he used very well. His taxi scenes were done with only 
two chairs and they were fun to watch. I did not ask him but I feel he could be an Uber driver 
in his spare time. It would be fun to talk with him as we would drive around the Lamorinda 
area or beyond. 

I need to recognize Kathy Ferber. She and her husband Stan are personal friends. She told me 
she was the oldest performer on stage. No excuse was necessary.  Senior citizens are fun to 
be around. I know, I am one. Kathy played two parts, Pepa’s Concierge and the Chief 
Inspector. As she said after the performance, her costume change from Concierge to Chief 
Inspector was one of the fastest she has ever done.  

When you enter the theatre, you see a very colorful set. I wondered about the panels and 
their function. They are located stage right in front of where the musical performers were 
seated. They turn out to be panels that introduced the upcoming scene locations. It is a very 
clever way to announce the many scene changes. Martin Flynn is the Scenic Designer. His 
recent designs include Great Expectations and The Song of the Nightingale. 

You also need to see “Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown” to find out how gazpacho 
plays such an important part in the second act. I want the recipe. 

As I said, musicals are really fun. This particular one is wonderful and will keep you 
entertained for two amazing hours. 

 Spike Speicher  
Generational Critic   


