
Brooklyn Bridge 
Town Hall Theatre 

One of the advantages of being a generational critic at the Town Hall Theatre is the opportunity 
to read the plays before seeing them on stage. This gives me an early idea of the theme, direction 
and impact of the play on those who will be seeing it in person. 

Brooklyn Bridge is one of those special reads. The play is written by Melissa James Gibson who 
is a playwright with many very interesting plays to her credit and lots of awards for excellence.  

Brooklyn Bridge is a play that challenges the actors, directors, and stage managers to find 
creative ways to solve the problems of staging such an interesting and entertaining play. 

As an example, as I read the play, I wondered how the cast would solve the problem of having a 
cat as the main focus in a number of scenes. How does one direct cat to perform? 

Another dilemma is how would the director use the small stage of the theatre to be a four story 
apartment building near the Brooklyn Bridge with members of the cast moving between the 
floors as they progress through the meeting and helping of each other, all a result of a young lady 
desperately looking for a pen to complete a writing assignment due the next day. 

Needless to say, the cast, director, and the set designer nail the play and answered all my 
questions and concerns. What a great job! 

What is so special is the cast who looked like they were having fun on stage with each other and 
with the audience.  The words that build the comedy into the play are amazing. 

One special scene is the dialog between Sasha, a ten year old child of Russian immigrants and 
John, a wheelchair-bound gentleman who befriends Sasha. Their verbal exchanges on the fire 
escape with the history and statistics of the Brooklyn Bridge needs your complete concentration. 
The fire escape landing is maybe 6 feet by 4 feet. How Sasha and John deliver their lines and 
move around without missing their lines is amazing. John is played by Tom Reilly. I remember 
Tom playing the part of Abraham Lincoln in A Civil War Christmas a couple of years ago. His 
transformation to John for this play is quite different from his previous performance. He does an 
excellent job. 

I cannot go further without a special shout-out to Emma Curtin, who plays Sasha with the 
confidence of a seasoned veteran which she already is. Read her biography and you will be 
amazed at her accomplishments. She is on-stage throughout the entire play and does an amazing 
job. How did she learn all those lines of dialogue and the Brooklyn Bridge statistics? Another 
question is when does she have time to go to school? And one final question:  “Does she find a 
pen so she can complete her assignment before tomorrow”. You need to attend the play to find 
out. 



I thought this would be a wonderful play to attend. It surpassed my expectations and I’m talking 
with all my friends about attending and enjoying Brooklyn Bridge as much as I did.  


