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The play, written by Alan Ayckbourn, takes place in an English garden. The theme is about the 
real vs. the imaginary life of a woman and her families. It all starts with one garden rake and 
a concussion. It is what one would call, a dark comedy. 

When I first read the play, I found it somewhat confusing. I didn’t “get it” until about half 
way through reading it. I would suggest that before going to the play, you read the “Pre 
Reading Packet” on the Town Hall Theatre’s website, www.townhalltheatre.com. It will make 
it easier for you to follow the concept of the play. While on the website, take a look at all the 
wonderful shows that the theatre puts on, especially the workshops for children. The theatre 
is a special place in downtown Lafayette and needs your support. 

Opening night is always fun. Everyone is excited and the play was wonderfully done. It is set 
in a garden that one would imagine an English Garden would look like in the late 1800’s or 
early 1900’s. A special thanks to Brian Watson for the perfect set design.  

The play was perfectly cast and everyone was on the top of their game. The play is long with 
lots of dialogue and there were no noticeable errors. For an opening night, the cast was 
great. The play requires your total concentration. There are many laughs and fun dialogue. As 
a playgoer, you will enjoy the journey between the humdrum real life of Susan and her 
perfect imaginary life.  

There are a couple of actors that I want to complement. First is Suzie Shepard. She plays 
Susan, the focal person of the play. She is on stage throughout the entire performance as her 
two families come and go. Suzie is the Community Engagement Specialist at the Town Hall 
Theatre. How she was able to practice and  play the demanding part and work on her many 
activities for the Theatre is beyond what many people could do. Her performance was 
amazing. Her body language and facial expressions were perfect for the part. 

I also need to tell you about Erin Gould. He performs as the harried doctor, Bill.  He is perfect 
for the part and very funny with his speech, vocal sounds, and facial expressions. My daughter 
and I sat next to Erin’s wife and young son at the opening. When you read the cast 
biographies, he thanks his wife, Jill and his son Edison. He states “A special thanks to Edison: 
you are the best son…now clean your room.” I asked Edison if his room was clean. He said “As 
a matter of fact, it is”. Not just a yes or no. I think he is preparing for a life on the stage like 
his father. I don’t know if the doctor was to have mismatched socks, but they were a perfect 
addition to Dr. Bill’s clothing and character. 

A Woman In Mind is a perfect way to spend an evening. You will enjoy the play and truly enjoy 
the actors. I know they worked hard to get the dialogue perfect and they “nailed it”. 

Spike Speicher 
Generational Critic 
  


