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Known in the East Bay for producing smart, unfailingly entertaining shows, Town Hall 

Theatre is poised for its most important season yet. The four plays in the line-up span 
musical, historical, and literary genres and offer something for virtually everyone. The settings 
and time periods of the shows are diverse but what strikes me as the unifying attribute of the 
season is its relevancy to today. Each of the four shows has a backbone of strong storytelling 
and universal truths to offer the audience. As a community critic, it is an honor and a unique 
delight to have read the plays in advance and to offer my thoughts on why this season is so 
compelling. 

Opening September 30th, award-winning Bay Area playwright Min Kahng’s Song of 
the Nightingale is a musical adaptation of a charming, if lesser known, Hans Christian 
Anderson fairy tale. Set in ancient China, the show features an all-Asian, triple-threat cast. 
Those who’ve followed the news on the lack of roles for Asian actors in Hollywood and 
Broadway will likely feel as I do— proud to see Town Hall leading on inclusion and providing 
opportunities for Asian audience members to see themselves represented on stage. A live 
band will bring the music to life and the show is one for the whole family. 

With A Civil War Christmas: An American Musical Celebration, Town Hall brings a 
stunning work to life from Pulitzer Prize winning playwright, Paula Vogel. Taking place over 
one Christmas Eve in 1864, the show follows intersecting stories of historical figures 
struggling to move forward a year after the Emancipation Proclamation. Featuring Christmas 
music from that period, the show can be thought of as a meditation on peace and justice. In 
the shadow of the controversy surrounding confederate statues and how the South 
commemorates the Civil War, Town Hall once again asserts its relevance and its willingness 
to interpret ambitious and substantive material. 

In March, the main stage will mount A Woman In Mind, a “dramedy” by Alan 
Ayckbourn. Set in a garden over the course of one day, Susan, a suburban wife and mother, 
is slowly losing her mind. The characters that surround her are real and imagined and the ride 
for the audience is to figure out who is which. The show provides a poignant, yet hilarious, 
look at marriage and family from the perspective of a character mired in an existential crisis. 

Jane Austen fans will rejoice in May with the opening of an imaginative adaptation of 
Sense & Sensibility. At once witty and urbane, the story of the sudden fall in station for the 

 



 

Dashwood sisters and their inevitably Austenian redemption is a lively romp. The show poses 
many questions for the modern audience beyond, “Is it better to follow the immediacy of 
sense or to be sensible?” Those who fear that film is the only medium that can do justice to 
the complexities of the book will be proven otherwise by this clever production.  

The goal of good theatre is, of course, to entertain but the obligation of truly great 
theatre is to be transcendent and in that, Town Hall will succeed greatly. I can only imagine 
the excitement of the company of Town Hall to bring these stories to their audience! 

 


